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Bullying is a prevalent experience that is associated with serious risks among children and adolescents. It typically occurs when a 

child is repeatedly exposed to aggressive physical contact, verbal threats, and social exclusion initiated by one or more individuals 

who are stronger than the victim (Olweus, 1993, Stein, Dukes, & Warren 2007). Discrepancies between students’ and teachers’ 

perceptions of bullying may make it difficult for teachers to recognize bullying and understand victims (Frisen, Jonsson, & Persson, 

2007). Yet, as Yoon and Kerber (2003) showed, teachers have a pivotal role in creating a positive school environment that fosters 

learning. Teachers’ responses to bullying behaviors can influence future bullying behaviors within the school (Yoon, 2004). When 

teachers ignore the bullying behaviors, students feel unprotected and may believe that teachers accept the bullying behaviors 

(MacNeil & Newell, 2004). Thus, teachers may be at the forefront and it is important to gather information about how they identify 

and characterize bullying and victimization to empower them to intervene. There have been few studies of teachers’ perceptions 

and attitudes toward bullying issues. In one study of 51 teacher questionnaires and 20 interviews in two secondary schools, 

teachers were asked what specific behaviors would constitute bullying. They identified physical or emotional types of bullying 

behaviors, including ones that involved power struggles, but repetition was seldom identified (Siann, Callaghan, Lockhard, & 

Rawson, 1993). Teachers saw boys doing more physical bullying and girls doing more mental bullying. Several teachers were able 

to identify characteristics of victims, but few identified any one particular bully personality. The proposed study examines how years 

of teaching experience and current grade serve as predictors of identification of bullying and victimization; elementary and middle 

school teachers are told about bullying or suspect bullying more than high school teachers; teachers with less years of experience 

want more resources dedicated to bullying and victimization programs. 

Background 

Objective 

1. To identify teachers’ understanding of the degree of bullying and victimization within schools, including frequency, rates compared 

to other countries, location, timing, psychological effects, cyber-bullying, and percentages of students that are bullies or victims. 

2. To understand if there is enough supervision of students, whether teachers are aware of the most effective, scientific evidence to 

deal with bullying and victimization, whether bullying and victimization is a problem, evaluation of current program, and whether 

teachers would like to learn more about bullying and victimization. 

An online survey called Teachers’ Interactions in Primary Schools (TIPS) was created to assess how well teachers understand 

bullying and victimization and the level of need for further resources for bullying and victimization programs. The survey consisted 

of 36 questions including 25 multiple choice questions and 11 rating scale questions. All teachers within the Lawton Public School 

System were invited to participate and were asked to create a unique username for tracking purposes. Lawton Public Schools 

serve a diverse range of students, from many cultural and socio-economic backgrounds. Currently, they educate 15,000 students 

within 22 elementary, 4 middle, one alternative, and three high schools. The survey was conducted over one month period and all 

answers were kept anonymous. Three hundred and ninety-four teachers from kindergarten through 12th grade completed the 

survey, which took less than five minutes. The data was analyzed using chi-square and ANOVA for years of experience, grade 

level and desire for more educational resources on bullying and victimization. Those teachers who did not move the rating scale 

slider were initially going to be removed from the data sample but since there were no significant change, their responses were left 

in. All associations were considered to be statistically significant at p<0.05. 

Conclusion 

Our study showed rates of bullying and victimization similar to national rates in middle and high school students. Teachers with the 

least years of experience are the most willing to give up their time to learn more about bullying and victimization.  
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N (% of the study pop.) 

% of students that are 

bullied/victimized on weekly 

basis  

      Less than 10% 

      10-30% 

      31-50% 

      51-70% 

      >70% 

 

 

 

 

132 (33.5) 

139 (35.3) 

81(20.6) 

32 (8.3) 

7 (2.0) 

Rates of bullying and 

victimization of USA compared to 

other countries 

     More than most countries 

     Same as most countries 

     Less than most countries 

 

 

 

 

267 (67.9) 

95 (24.1) 

30 (7.8) 

Mental health outcome associated 

with being victimized 

     Aggression 

     Depression 

     Autism 

     ADHD 

 

 

50 (12.9) 

337 (85.7) 

4 (1.0) 

1 (0.2) 

Highest risk of problems as adults 

     Bullies     

     Victims 

     Bully/Victims 

     Bystanders 

 

270 (6.87) 

137 (34.8) 

224 (56.9) 

50 (1.2) 

Sex that is more bullied 

     Girls 

     Boys 

     No difference 

 

187 (47.5) 

52 (13.4) 

153 (38.9) 

% of students that have 

experienced cyberbullying 

      Less than 10% 

      10-30% 

      31-50% 

      51-70% 

      >70% 

 

 

 

29 (7.3) 

133 (33.8) 

126 (32.0) 

76 (19.5) 

28 (7.1) 

Demographics of teachers in a public elementary school in Lawton, OK (N=394) 
 

 

Teachers’ identification of bullying and 

victimization in schools 
Years of experience vs. characterization of rates of bullying 

and victimization and mental health outcomes 

χ²=2.78, p=.04 

Characterization of bullying and victimization 

. 

Grade that teachers work 

K-3rd grades
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% Teachers

Less than 10 years 

 

More than 10 years 

<50% 69  (45) 89 (37) 

>50% 83 (55) 152(63) 

Grade level Average StDev N 

K - 3rd grades 35.8 23.7 165 

4 - 5th grades 43.8 25.6 126 

6 - 8th grades 39.1 24.2 101 

9 - 12th grades 33.9 24.7 63 

F= 3.39, p=.01 

Grade level vs. being told or suspecting a student was being bullied 

Years of experience Average StDev N 

0 – 3 years 70.2 24.5 49 

3 – 10 years 65.8 26.5 103 

10 – 20 years 67.2 28.1 125 

20 + years 58.8 38.6 115 

Years of experience vs. desire to give up recess for more education 

on bullying and victimization 

F= 2.83, p=.03 

Grade level Average StDev N 

K – 3rd grades 70.1 25.3 166 

4 – 5th grades 68.1 38.8 63 

6 – 8th grades 60.8 29.1 101 

9 – 12th grades 53.6 26.9 64 

Grade level vs. desire to give up recess for more education on 

bullying and victimization 

F= 5.9, p=.001 

Poster  

#4.27 

Teaching was the first profession for 69.4% of the participants Academic years of teaching  


